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February 9, 2021
Regular Monthly Meeting
6:00 PM

Members Present:  Gary Tippins, Dana O’Quinn, Kim Crews and Rodney Bell

Members Absent:  Michael Crews 

Staff Present:  Joe Wright and Tammy Burch

Agenda Item #1:  Call Meeting to Order:  Chairman Gary Tippins called the meeting to order at 6:09  PM.

Agenda Item #2:  Invocation:  The Invocation was given by Board Member Dana O’Quinn.

Agenda Item #3:  Approve Agenda:  Board Member Rodney Bell made the motion to approve
the Agenda for Tuesday, February 9, 2021.  Board Member Dana O’Quinn seconded the motion, vote unanimous, motion carried.

Agenda #4:    Approve Meeting Minutes from January 12, 2021 regular monthly meeting
with corrections.  Board member Kim Crews made the motion to approve the Minutes and Rodney Bell seconded the motion, vote unanimous, motion carried.

Agenda #5:  Old Business:    The Tax Commissioner owes Gloria Melton for 2019 for Landfill charges.

Agenda #6:  New Business:  Board member Gary Tippins made the nomination to appoint Dana O’Quinn as Chairman for 2021.  Board member Rodney Bell made the motion to approve Dana O’Quinn as Chairman and Kim Crews seconded the motion, vote unanimous, motion carried.  
Board member Dana O’Quinn made the nomination to appoint Gary Tippins as Vice Chairman for 2021.  Board member Rodney Bell made the motion to approve Gary Tippins as Vice Chairman and Kim Crews seconded the motion, vote unanimous, motion carried.  Board Member Gary Tippins made the nomination to appoint Tammy Burch as Secretary to the Board.  Board member Kim Crews made the motion to approve Tammy Burch as Secretary to the Board and Gary Tippins seconded the motion, vote unanimous, motion carried.   

Agenda #7:  Certification of Appeals to the Board of Equalization.    Not any at this time.  

Agenda #8: E & R, N.O.D. & Refund:  Not any at this time.

Agenda #9: Appeal Waiver & Releases:   Not any at this time.  The Chief Appraiser will make the ruling on appeals if needed.  Otherwise, have them come before the BOA at their next meeting with their appeal.  Board member Rodney Bell made the motion to approve for the Chief Appraiser to make rulings on appeals if need be.  Gary Tippins seconded the motion, vote unanimous, motion carried.

Agenda #10:  Homestead Exemption Applications:  Board member Rodney Bell made the motion to approve the Homestead Exemption Applications and Kim Crews seconded the motion, vote unanimous, motion carried.

Agenda #11:  Application for FLPA & CUVA:  Not any at this time.

Agenda #12:  Motor Vehicle Appeals:  Not any at this time.

Agenda #13:  Chief Appraisers Report:  

1. Financial Statement:  The Chief Appraiser submitted the financial report to the Board for their review.  After one month, having completed 8.33% of the Fiscal Year, expenditures are at 7% of the total budget.  There was also discussion to ensure that the job advertisement had been cancelled with the Waycross Journal Herald.  The chief appraiser explained that he would ensure that the advertisement was cancelled.  
2. Appeal Update:  The chief appraiser presented three appeals with recommendations.  Two of the appeals were CUVA applications that had been received in lieu of or conjunction with an appeal.  The chief appraiser presented aerials of the two tracts and recommended that the applications be approved.  The third appeal was of a denial of homestead exemption that should have been approved as the applicant was an heir to the estate in which the property was titled.  The chief appraiser recommended approval of the homestead exemption.  A motion was made by Kim Crews to approve the recommendations as presented, second by Gary Tippins.  The vote to approve was unanimous and the motion passed.  
3. CUVA Breaches:  There was discussion of two Notices of Intent to Breach Conservation Use Assessment on properties owned by Joseph A Jones and Blake Alan Jones and Mark Timothy Thrift.  These breached had been brought up at the January meeting by Gary Tippins as he was asking for an update on these matters.  The chief appraiser has not been able to locate any files in the office pertaining to these matters.  Gary Tippins pointed out that the office staff has worked with attorney, Jennifer Herzog, of Hall, Smith and Booth.  The chief appraiser explained that he knew Mrs. Herzog well, and that he would be happy to reach out to her and try and get an update on the status of the cases.  He requested that this time be tabled to allow him to research further.  A motion was made by Rodney Bell to table this matter, second by Gary Tippins.  The vote to table was unanimous and the motion passed.  
4. Board of Equalization:  The chief appraiser had attempted to reach out to the Clerk of Superior Court to inquire about the status of the Charlton County Board of Equalization (BOE).  They were unable to touch base prior to the meeting.  He will follow up with the Clerk concerning the status of the BOE and inform the Board of his findings.  Dana O’Quinn directed the chief appraiser to initiate the conversation via email so that there would be written communication of the findings.  
5. Proposals:  The chief appraiser inquired about the status of the funding for the current proposals for mapping, the prebill digest and personal property.  Due to a misunderstanding, the items were not discussed at the previous CGA meeting.  After further discussion of the proposals, the chief appraiser recommended that the request for funding discussion, the chief appraiser recommended that the mapping and prebills should be the priority.  He informed the Board he would work on getting the personal property returns mailed in-house, and that Tammy has experience with processing the returns.  The Board agreed that this course of action would be taken. 
6. Digest Submission Update:  The chief appraiser informed the Board that the digest submission process was going well, and their office had supplied all the required documentation for their part of the process.  The chief appraiser had spoken with the Tax Commissioner inquiring of the status, and she had informed him that the Board of Education and County Commissioners would be meeting next week to set their millage rates.  She hopes to mail the digest package the end of next week or the first of the next.   


Agenda #14: Other Considerations

Agenda #15: Staff Questions and Answers:  None

Agenda #16:  Executive Session:   Board member Rodney Bell made the motion to enter into Executive Session at 6:54 p.m. for the purpose of discussing the 2 interviews for Chief Appraiser and Kim Crews seconded the motion, vote unanimous, motion carried.
Board Member Dana O’Quinn made the motion to come out of Executive Session at 7:36 p.m. to offer Laurie Thomas the position of Chief Appraiser pending County Manager approval. Rodney Bell seconded the motion, vote unanimous, motion carried.

Agenda #17:  Adjourn Meeting:  Meeting was adjourned at 7:37 pm.  Board Member Dana O’Quinn made the motion to adjourn the meeting and Kim Crews seconded the motion.  Vote unanimous, motion carried.
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